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GlobaJization as a Tool fo r lmperiaJism 

( r~:R:~:~s~;,::.~~:;-:o.~l0n~j~~~:;,~t:nt~:,~~~~:~~~ 
with it$ growing hq;cmonic worldwide (or narly worldwide) control (or 
•ncmp< •• comrol). we have rhe US coming to hove the mantle of cm pi..,, 
withinerosmgunob.ashMncu.Frombc:ingin l945onempi..,th01did 
nm: ~~:knowl«<gc: rudf :u <uch, wc an coming ro hove an cmpi.., th:u takes 
iQdf to be: one, takes rhi< robe: a good lhing fur it to be: (for iuoM and fur 
rho world) ond ack""""1..dgef its imperW rit,M to be:""· With American 
impm.>lism,""' ho~on cm pi.., that, "·hilc proclaiming propapnd11rrc:ally 
rb.IUn<bmenalnlucoffrc:cdom, ish«omingincrnuinglydominating 
ondagrowingmcnacctothcworld both wirhm i<'loffici.J borders and 
worldwide. I! i•.•n•pitcofitsrdrologyoffrttdorn,an otcnsivcundcr
mincr offr«dom. Thio m :aka iu poans to frttdorn gross h)'piXrisy. I'""' 
prop.tpndittich}'l"'. 

Somc(rothc• fortuitouoly ond lUJ>Uiaoivdy) bc:licvc wc hove he.., 
tmpi.., 111111»111 iml"'rWism. Bm Xfual literal worldwide KOP" o• nor, 
unperi.Jismandcmpi...,gotogcth.erlikchandandglovc.Wchovelong 
icnown-t leas! since i':auJ Baron'• ond Paul S"=y's JdDIID~J C.pi-
1.0/'-duu wc an and do have •ml"'nalllm withour offi.c:W colonies. The 
United Stota without colon~ (n'"""r a «rl<mio.l power) h:u dient sr.ucs 
and comprodor••••.,.galo..,,whichhavcfuncrionalroiCllverylikccolonics. 
And the former coloni.J ~" usuolly keep a powerful p~nu ond a 
apitalistcontrolp~nainthcirformcr«rlonie$,c.g.,Fronainthclvory 
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Co:ut. Afterdec:oloni>:~tion, we have in many places rontinuod ronrrol ~nd 

dommation without the old l"ll:al app~r.nw. 'lmpc:naltlm wnhom colon•""' 
tsnotanorymoron. 

lmpc:riahsm aro..,"' an ar<~mp< 10 m'""' ~~ cri.~es a.uotd by api
...J;., ...,.-.a:umubnon. Such cri""' obwn whe~ surpiUS<S of api...J and 
labourpoweroa:urwithoutthc:rebcinganyappartmwaytobringthem 
·~her prolitably. A way miUI be found toab!.orbth(Sesurplusa auotd 
byo..,J":ICcumulation. ThecWsic oh.orie:s ofimperi:dism dev.olopnl (<hough 
d.ilkrmdy) by l.entn :and luumburg took, :u David Harvcy put 11, "gM
gr:tphica.lap:uuionand.<ji<1Ualrrorg:aniJ.aUon":uaW3fOU1tlwwould(d>ey 
thuugho)foratimcJ;tvcapiGt.ltsm.'Andthugo..,arationalc:forthcflM:r>f 
impc:ri.:llism. Contemporary global apnalism 1w not found that sufficient; 
thcrch:ubttnachronicandcnduringproblcmof...,r.~eeumulationth•t 

lod to v;uious capitalist crises bdins 10 K]X"tod cknhutioos (but uru:ally 

notsimuhancously)allovcrthcw.:>rld. 'ThcUnitodStat""mishthavckept 
them •way from iu shores and tnd'""<<somefiiTIC> its apnal mtght prulit 
from •h- devaluation .. More gcncnlly, US apit~l re>pondai to rhit in
cre:wngeronomiclhra.ttoiuhegcmonyby{a)bcconnngmoreopcnlyan 
impc:ria.lism !..eked hy...,rwhdming military might :and (b) respondins to 
iu mabtlny to acwmulatc through ap.:mdod reproduction on~ •uuainod 
b:uis by moving (foll""'ing a new imperi:dist strat"'I') <o ~unnpt• 10 ~~r
rtl"lmod..u bJ tlirpoumi~m {somnhillg 1 will rt1um to loner). Th1.1 Harv<y 
W.,.tobelhehallrnarl<oftheN...,..lmP""alism.• 

Nco-libcr::tl globaltU'rshavccdcbr:uodtl..,"""""biliryofapiul 
Somcapi...J is inda-d..,ry lt\(IVC;Jblc. Finan«a.pital,for'"""mpk,and 
productionlincsforsomcthingsartrr:adilyrr>O'I("<Ibk~nd•,li>lr<lapi...J 

"alto gcugraplually movoble, ,urn ._., to u~ Harvcy"s aamplc, machtn~ry 
tlut can Cl5ily be unbolted from iu n>oorings and taken dM:Whcfc. But!.., 
:.ddssignilia.ntly,"TMre:stis.aiUMmth~landth.a\itcannotbcmovod 

withoutbeingdcstroynl..AircraftarcmobJcbutthcairporu«>whichth<y 
Ayarcnot."'Morrovcr,lhiskllldoffixodc:>piralisa•crya:ten.si..,a.nd 
crucialpmoftbcapiuliStwo<kl. 
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lntryingtoiOI.,probkm~ofOYCDCCumulation,apir...li•m,with 
impnialism .. iu political arm, uinl !cni!orW npansion. Btu he"' -
h>_., 1 double ....!gcd sword. New t~rrnorics ind«d open up a pl.ce for 
........aa:umulat....!capiral to ~~G. Bm much of it will be fixed ncwapit:ali>m 
(nrious produced infnslfUCturcs). and will tK up apital for along rim~ 
inaw:aythatwillalso<klayprofitabilil)'foralongt.ime.But,inaddition, 
asHarveywdlputl it: 

l(apouldo<O,_.,.,...,, ;,Jeowobd>Uo<lau>iiM~(<ho<it-...d...,,;. 

oliut.Oocl11pen<t>«<<O><flel970.andl980.in<h<h .. rrlondor:tfari<:diom, 
lil<<l'i"'bwgll.,clSbd!idd•...!l.,m•nyo<hcrpartor:tfth<w<>rid,ouchao 
lloonboy.illu•.,...tho:poiftl).lf"""'m..Jao<dupitollioconoto<CONIO<III<I'I'eo 
Olltht<Jdlnh...J,tho:t>it•....laUibrd<niutd"'-rry .... (Q"'"<al--nly 
anruapllyoocollanclocap<in<u"'"'im>v"'"""pointin<in><toh.o"'to 
""'""';,"'""""l>'«pointin<;m,.,ltpu"""S"""""""Ql"plll<i<>nand 

~~:::u~~'J::.:;:;:;::;::.,~";,::,; 
<lddco _ _........Jam ........... tal~l-"'..,"'"''....1"'""' 
<ilh<pllysio:olondooo::Uilondo:ar<olap;t:diun.• 

ThLJ is :an iron~ for capi<alism. Whi~r w:ay it .urns it don not 
cx:ape aisa; and they intensify wnh time •nd with the devdopment of 
the producti"" forces. C.pitalilm is driven roward impcrialiJm. but this 
yiddsnollablcruolutiomforapitaliJm.hgivt'tusno:wur:onCQ<hat 
doe crite~ will nOf lead ro condinons ttpc for capir...li11 undermining. Yn 
i<hucominucdtomrvi.,.Oftcnthconlywayout,insideapir...lion•,isby 
d...alU<Ition, :as when productive comp:ank$ in count,;., such :as Thailand 
mdlndoi!Cii:a:m:l'orocdintob:mkruptcybytheiMForthcWorld8ank 
andartforccdtolelloffthctr~tswhichbuoforthilmanjpula· 

tionwouldh:t.,aconsidcnbkva!IIC'--IIofircs:alepriccs.thusgivingtl"" 
multi-national firms principally loc:at....! in the Unit....! Scates. Gamany or 
J:apanaconoidcntblcprofitthroughl'on:....!dio~ionofSecondWo•ldor 
ThinlWorldromp:mOc:s.lt wl=. atlt::LSttcmpor.uily, monopolyapir...lism'• 
<mnccumulation pmblcn11, and help& them .,.fely to xcumubtc by dif.. 
pottcaion, but at a tcnibk cost to the Second World and Third World. 
'The maJOr capitalii! empires pillage the rest of the wnrld by accumul~tion 
b,-duJ'IOIIOSSion,inthc hopc<hat.bythatmcans, thcyansuotain th.cir 
cap<talism through apandcd reproduction. Hmowean s«howaprtalism 
conunucs to KC"cn~ impcnaliJm.l< is und~rstandablc thatlhis capit31ism 
b:ubo!cnc:allcdvuhurccapiraliom. 



I shall now, .Jufi:ing gon. argue (I) ma, <hen: is nothing b<ld abom global
iuuon pn S<"-----th.a1 wlut 11 ~d (lunnli..l to mmt human lx:ong•) io cApt· 
IAii<tglobaliu<ion__,nd(Z)tlu<i<ioimpcrialism,andnmcvcncapitali" 
glob.tliution, 1ha1 is now 1hc most <hrcatcning ro our world. G\ob.tliz:uion, 
wh.,he<capi<.tlis<otothcrwisc,shouldlx:..,.,n:uthetr•n..:cndence(rathe< 

than <he me"' c<os.sing or opening} of borders. Glob:.li<><K>n involvn an 
irn;<osing•prndoftranobosdcrorsu!lr.lbordcro<supra<crrnonal..,laliono 
wo<haninoCl.lingpcr>etratingofthc.cconomicsofn:~<ionJbymuhin:uion.al 
ortrarun:l<ion.alcorpor.nions..Multi-naOOnalsrnn:oinn:~<ion·~andthc 

numbn of genuinely t~un:~tional corpo!IDom""" now (ZOOS) few, but 
chcy,alongwithth..muhi-n:nionals.,...,alltraJU<cniconal.lmperialism(if 
welookbelowthcsu<f:.a)ilaproc:asofacrumul>ciononaglobal.<ealc--in 
modern tima princip:o.lly c:.pi,.lil! accumulation. Wi1h i1 1""1 political 
comrol of rhc world (or 1..-gc pam of the world) by a dominant smc or 
IOm"'oma a few S<a<a or, nwrc fund:uncntally, by an increasingly g.lob:.l 
capnalismwithiu[><>WC'<fuldicntiU<a.·suchadominanrsl<ltc(or•~<~•cs) 

ona}nrcmpol2l)'o.ima.,auuned!osudtg.IOO..Iapit:o.l.iotimcrall.iocreu

'"gly domiJUus and dir=ly or indirtaly rules the world, wing capital iS< 
globalrn<ion:ua<oolandcapi!alistllata(includingthcimpcnaliJ<Jr:areor 

l!a!c:s):ufacil.ir:aoorsandsustainersofcapitalis<accwnul:nion.~ucm.lyon 
aglobal.<eale.histhiof"ormofglobaliutiontha<iloo<hrea<cning<ont0$1 
of<hcpwplcsofthcglolx:.Wchavcwiththisnotthcdos:oppcaranccofthe 

J<•tc.R.o<hcr,ohcll:l.tc{cvcnimperialiSI"araandcvcna<horough.Jydomi
nan<"lupcrm.te"ouch:uthfUniredStara)i•bcconunglCSII~"';gnand 

;, incr=:ingly cpcricnc:ing a comidenble dcmocr.uir: dr:fici1. The roo<tC< 

whorulcsthcroostisglobalapit:o.lism"·ithiu•nu,glob:.lcapitaliu.1 .. h 
UJC~•llrimperialistmteorr/ximpcrialillsr:lrc:uiucc!llralinurumcntof 
control,indudingthcmonopolyonwlut llcoruodcredat~thcltgitint:;l"' 
use of viokriCC, wh"'hcr it i1 jUJt '"' impcriali" •r:a•e in iu own do=in or 
mo"' bm;tdly ''" impcri~list Slate {if th~rc" one) in an indcfini<dy wide 
dontaind>a•=kstobccomeeverwidcr. 



Whm I S""" • tmtinar in the Winr~rT~rm of2003on ~Giobaliution 
ond Global ]u<tio:" l usM in the ~fit half of m~ tcrnt [WQ ''"IOU: J•n Aon 
Scholtc's GloiM!iutiiiN."A Critir.J ltrt...Jrmion° andjom .. Petnsand Hrnry 
Vdrmcrn"s GloiMltUti~tn Un~.' n.... an rwo vny difkr..,n books 
andldd.ib.nrdycJ,.,..th...nco.nrh.tmoffagorn,..adtoU..r.S.holoc, 
whot.acbesln,.rnorronal Srud,..,caufuUyand analytia.llyclurxt..,,zcs 
globo.liarion in his book aod in ~ralanid.s. He elabor:u.s a rono:ption 
ofglobaliation.trxnthehistorico.lcouiXofglob.hzingtRndsand"aam
inositlcaUS<Sandtn.cesrhcoonSC<Iu.rneesofrhi.srmrganiationofspxa 
IOr wtdcr l<>ClOI mucruro. •oo Pnras and Vdtrnqo't". botb sociologoou with 
ntm.;..,......n, in ln..,rrutional OndopmcntS.udiCJ, write a ""'}'di!Tcrrnt 
book from Scholt~'s.lt,liU Noam O.Omsky's pohrial work, i.s in .. n.dy ond 
pc:netr:uinglypo!iriealandarguathotglobaliationfunctioru:l$aCipinliSt 
idrology:thatitfunctions:l$omystifyingdc-vio:tofurd..,rrheint~~ttof 

th,c,...,... eapitoli,. impcriali.sm-n imperialism without fomul colonies. 
Mo~rom", and rmpotumly, it i.s, they luve it, such an impcrial.i.sm aMI nor 
~i.u.tion o!ldf tlut is the cnu::ial phenomenon shaping our soxit"tia 
ond d«ply offixting our lives. Globaliv:l"$, by oontr:ut, poruay glob.liUng 
;u phenomena that new technologies crettc and tlut will in effect provide 
li>rbothnco-libcr.llapitalismand,rhqr/oim,forpbinf"''plcfortheir 
commonwe>I.IIF...:ilit:u .. globalapitali.sm,,.·hichwithitlfi-«.tra.ck,fro.. 
nutl..uo.ndf..,.,flowsofapitalinglobalcircuiu,iscruciallyinmumemal, 
10 thecWm KO"'• in ltbc.nting us, makong. globalizcrloay, • f.u better world 
po&Jiblc. 

logrttwithl'n:nsandVcl<m~r<harthlll:llkofglob..h<.erlis 

idcolop:::al talk: inckul pct"'"Oii"" and pcmicious tdeolopcaltalk. But I do 
""'"'lmctlut..Ud..,concq>rualiatiOnsofglobaliatiOnanbc.m:lucedt<l 
...d.idmklsiealtalkordw-acterizcd:uidmlogicai,Though.rorepnt. ldo 
ogmcrharsomcrono:prualizoriottlofglobaliationaRusefulidmlogical 
dnic:aforc:opitali.sm. lnrom,.,...tol'nrasandVcltmcyo:r,andwithScholtc, 
I bdit¥1: tlul globaliution i< a new phenomenon (~• than impcrtalism) 
rharn«dstobc.cudullysrudicdandootjo<U:l$anidmlogy.though$Urdy 
ors~lfunaionsinourMKictianttdstobc.hoghlight..d. 

:C:,""'s.:lrtatt,~IIC..n<Mf~{""Yodt::S..M>non"o"'-

0 Jurt<l p,,.., and !l<n<y Vohmoyor, Gl ... f;z,.rin u ... ,.,i.J {llalifu. NS; 
1'm~Publisloi.-.,7.«llloob.200l). 
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'Giobaliurion' is used <n manydilfermt way>. Schoh~ ruu through 
thisondpmvKicswwnhackarandu.d'u!charxtcriutionofglobaliurion. 
l lhallfol!owhimherc. ln<knl.<in""'h<,cndofrheS«:ondWorldWar, 
thcrchasbe.nanincrcasinganddttpcningglobalintcrdepcndcn"-",Thcrc 
have b«n increaocd mo...,mcnu bn"'"tt" countriu of goods, invcstmenu, 
money, m~ idns and proplc. But thi.s 1w happcn.ed bc:forc on a 
IOm~hat comparable scale--thtnk of the last quartn of tl>c ni~>Ctccmh 
ccnru~i.sjLW.Uitrl'fUilW.wfiuzil>,.. hdocsnotyieldad..stmcti""""'"'"' 
of'p.baliz.ation.'Simibrthingsaretruefor~nlingglob;lli•.ationasan 

tncrc:H<l'inopcnna.sofbonlenandrdatiombmo.-«nstateJ.Thi•i•~ 
by the phcnomcnaofltbmlfru/14...........,mcthing tha< isaiK> not new. 

his better to >«globalization as '"""'"'mttkltTTJtorurliwtion tltrouP, 
tlu tnmtrt~tk~cr oflxrnlm. tht """'P=il>~ ojrp1ru •~J m~~. •nd tiH ""'"'"l 
to rtt•ni tiH whok WtJriJ M~~~~ pWt. We get a growing lr.ilR5Cendcncc of 
bonlcn(andnotamc:rccrouingoropcningofbordcrs)whc:nsocialrcla
tionsb«omelcsstiedtotcrritorialfr.tmcworks.Schohepmsitrhuway: 

-d.i.f""'P"C'iY<botdrnOft'-oomu<hcroooed<><oprnod•••.....:mdod. 
llm:'pob.l'........,_....,..m-....t.rl .. t<Od""""'-.ddydi.,.....tJoa. 
tiomri..,U,....J,....Jan.......,.........,ploc.,..,...,._onrl><oatthpto'''1 
lll<><hitUt..,t•""""dy-TttniOrioldilt>DC<...dtcnitoriolborocnholdlimn.d 
~i~1 ut tMt. ""'''"""""""'m. s'oiW bo:nom<> o ....pe ·rt-• in iu 

lime comp~ion as well as ip:nial oomprnr~ion is crucial for glo-
b>.liution.luScholtcpuuir. 

~t<frnt<>pcoc:aoa~>Ocial.d>ti<Nuocquu·•rd.tio<Jr 
diouacdea>D<Ibotdr.W. ..................... b ....... li......,irocoeuinclrplo,-od 
OUttnt:h<W<Kid .. ailllgi<~.SocialrdWono-dut..,tbo<OIIttd<ao>nd 
«>n>p~n ... ,.. ..... ,"""'*"''..-.c'wi<bondUfottndt""""--ond 
mot< bn"ffrond""'..J •nd O<Jllliud.., th<hui>of•rl>""'at)'~ni<.llyth< 
.....,.tokmrounuyloc.t ...... ,ondin~t:h<to.t..W...I:><rw<m"'""'""ol 
IU. t<O,:tr<inO<><n<impol!lllllt""''~' ingleoo«n<t.lt<>OUtlivo,ol<hoogh 
th<ydommin.;g.,,f>=t,_Ciob.oliutionUth .. on,...,.nlttond....t>tt<l7tl>< 
=~~"':!···~<n<r.U,.xukr.t"'ll .. ,~. 

'' "Gkoboi.Capotolism...dt:h<!iut<."/----.JAffiu,.,1J(Im),~31. ltolia.miD<. 
ll "T1It GloholiuOO<t of\Vorid l'<<lllio. .... n.. Gt.Nbut- ofw..lti IW.<in: Ao /
~ •1•-.-M R&.luo""- ed. John &yW ond s.~ s. .. ,h (<hfoo:l o.foo.l IJP. 
l~ni-1-IS. 
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Andu&hohcaddo: 

""""~-· (for...,.P. .... di~<..........,.,J.,.r&.:o;.dydiotmcdao 
..... ; .................. Gioholphmomm.o=<n<t>d..,.. .... WOtld .. ,hc ...... 
~"'1·--bnwmopLoao;nnollm<;lh.r...,;,d.•.....,.ouprao«-

GlotWu.auoniswrdyan...:onomicpt>.,nonocnon,burnisnooonly 
an ..a>nomic phcnom~non. h. in on~ w:ay or anooh~r. i1 ar work in almou 
M'f)"»p«tofourJOCiallife.Manyptopk.putirularlyinrhewo:::a.hhicrparu 
of1heworld. havr neorly immcdiar~comxo wirhcach other. Communia· 
liOns havr inc!nlingly b.xom( more sJ..mlilC'd. Ma«ovrr, ·rv progr.tml 
and films b.xo""' incrt::uingly rht $2.mC worldwide. Theft is an inc~ in 
r.-.n!hordcrnetWOrlu;:greumuloinarionalcorf'<>••tionsstraddlcchcworld, 
..-oarions and rq:ul:nory agencies abo ~tr.lddlc rhc. world. Ecologially, 
through domaoc da.ang<' and ooh..r forms of pollution, and ohaunion of 
fuh,.od<san-dothcrnarur&lresourtts,-ha~cpt>.,nomen•wh.i<:hhavrno 
bord.rs:thccffe-ctiloficnworldwidc. hlhouldal ... bcnorcdoh>!global 
&crori<s havt oomc inoo bc.ing where various 11ap of manufaaun: take plaa: 
(procming of maoc.W., ......,bly of paru. finislung and qualory conorol) 
aaosJ scYcr.ll coumncs, oomcnma •• &=• dist.anct from cad:o ool"'r on • 
loingkproductionlinc. h ioaiK>tJ,.,~."''W:Uurlynotcdinthc.global

itationdrbote,thatfinanciolo.-.n .. crionoouoftcnmadcirurant:~.ncouJiy 
and"iohoutbonlcrconrrolo:counuicsin import.ano rcsptttsan::loiing 
corurol oftht~r own curn:ncy and with d~ao their fisal policy. They cannot 
coomol many <rut~>C<ionloflinancial c:apinl. This results in aa>noidcr:.bk 
ddicirindcmoc:r:.cy.lncn:asingly,ptoplcallow:rrhcworld-thoughin 
thewc:olohicrwuou;... mon:: 50 than dscwhcr~ b.xomingconocious 
of .M world None plact'. GloWiution llhould be a>n«ived .. supnrcr
ri1orialiry, thou&fa. we !hould nO< forgc:t th:lt we livr in a p,balu:mt M/ 11 

foll!~world.Thcn:isstillagn::atdifferc:no::bctweenthcprn:cpoions 
andlifcronditioouofarypicalBoliviancocagrowcrandarypOcaiMontreal 
bankn or fo< ch:lo mancr bcfwffn a typical Montn:al b.mkr an-d a typical 
Monucold<inhcoo:l 



Wh>.tC">"a"W<..-.m tO A)' about dw: m..tiY<:COtnj»QUY<: imporuncc 
ofimpo:riallsm and gloNliution asadrivin~; fOra: o( toei<tl dungc:ond the 
suucturint; of our life-world, it is imporomt to oce tlut the above charx
t«iutionofglobal.Wotionil,atlcastinnoobviowway,ifatall.ideological. 
lt dc:.cribes a trend th.:u is going on in our world. h doa not, l~ft to iudf. 
m)"tio/our social rdationo. lt may accur:udy descril>ewm~thing rdativdy 
"""'indw:worldwhichd«plyalkctsouroocial.-.,lotions,ondinourapit!.l
illoocictios--:mdhen:nfunctionoidcologically-an•.....,.,m,h~intcn:su 

ofurta<ndasscs(orifyouwilluna.inpcopk:o~mauruinway)and 

harm.~ dt.e int=u of oolw:r dastn: {or o<htr po:opl~ difl"~=dy plactd). To 
pm io cruddy i< may he good fOr tM rich :ond Nd for oh~ poor. 1101 only tn 
the Sou<h bu1 all over th~ world. This, particuhrly wh~n <he poor. giwn in 
ltWlY pi.>= the power of the med~. luv~ considcnbl~ diffiruhy in seeing 
this, and arc rath~r systematically led to beli~ just the opposi<~. or at lcout 
dmthing~ar~asgoodasthey.asamaucroflurdfact,e~n he for them 
wn~n things like thisan:helievcdinc:tpie>li>toocinia,wehav~idcology 
answering to dw: intcrcm of the copitalist d:;w.. But tJoNliution t:lkcn as 
tuprat~rritori:;dity nru/nor be ideology and po:oplcauch asSchoh~ whow 
dwacteriu: globalizotion ;m not practicing or unwittingly giYing "'Preosion 
toideology,i.e.. thcyarcnotcng:;oginginmynilicniontlutansw.:ntolhc 
.:Ws intcn:su of ceruin people. If....., C">"a" get :and oubly swain a classless 
world,....., 11ill would, un<krcont~mporaryronditiono, giY<:n technological 
advanccsandthclikc.haY<:.inthc:.-.,l.,...nt5C1l"'So::hohcspecifics.>tlnsta 
.-.,lativdydctcrritorializcd wmld. But, without d~. we would not haY<: an 
i<kologizedworld.lnvicwmgglobaliutionasdC1crrnoroaliutionW<nttd 
no<bcmakingani<kologiat.lrcnu.rkortakingup:anideologica.lstanu.Wc 
nM nor haY<:aJCho:mc,.hich answus lo dw: imc-n:suof aa:rtainduswhilc 
mynifytn1 and harming 1lw: im~rcsts of :anotlw:r duo. The phc:nomcna....., 
dacribcd:uglobaliz.llionmayfimctionmfNrupruJmiOIJrldldcologically, 
bu<globaliut.ion,as l havcchan.acrizcdi<,ionornccc..arilyidcological 
i<xlf. I< ""4J be a rdauvcly turfxr docript.ion of <hings wnh iml"'rialiom 
digging dccpo:r whil~ hi>mrial ma<.ri.:oli•m dig< nill <kqw:r. Bm th~ "may" 
d~rvt:5•peci.:olammionhcrc. ·JncrcisnopurJII>S"·Orp....,ia-indq>end~n• 

l~'a: 10 stop h~r<:. Where we flOP dq>C1ld... on wha< ....., wish 10 oplain, 
<hough i< no doubt is more imponam to oploin ttlm~ things rh:an mh-

If dw:S.Wict Un10n had won <he Cold War gloi»liu<ion would niU 
begoingon,buta<a$lo.....,r~lw:c::msc.lw:S.:WiC1tcchnologywasks$ 

devdopcd.lnadditiontoneo-liberalcapiulism,glob.tliutiOflUcon>p:u
iblc wi<h oorpo,...,~ apitali!m or with monopoly apitali!m. Suppo"'....., 



p(:u!GntdreunNof)gloNiguvcrnanu.ci1hcrinrhcformofaglobal 
f"<kr.uion or of a world-aut~ w.: he~ 100 gcrsomcrhing, whcthtt c::apitol
isr or pon..:;:apiulisr, which is rom~tiblc wuh globaliuuion. With either 
a global ~ ... cion or a world-sure, - 11al would ha.-e globaliucion in 
ourrontemporaryW<>rld; as we would ;u well with a genuinely dcmocntic 
sociaiUrnorindccdwithaqu.ui-soci.Jistar.ui<m,whichd>cSovicrUnion 
~ialistinrhctoric,hutjultlmistpost-c::apitaliscinrc::aliry. 

Wlw anci-globali~rs an: =lly .~n again1r (whcrhcr rh~ =ogni~ it 
ornot)Uimp<:ri:dism,andmmrpo.rticularlyc::apiraliRimpctUiiiJIIandthe 
impnUii.u'IUCofglob;llitoationincrta.~inglyton?loitptopk,rhoughK>mc 

pcopk are exploited more hauhly than otho:rr-f'or <:X.>mpk, Colombian 
poorwot'«n more lu..hly tlun Danish poor wori<crs, CapitoliJ:m's rclcnt
laopu ... uitof•urplu•accumuWion,ap<:rsistentandrcnaciowpuf'IUitof 
pro~t, is mdcmic to it. it wouldn't boecopitolism if it dtd nor do tlut. To 
dlicicn!lyauam thisl'orcopitolismundcrronditionsofmoderniry,glo
balimion is a vitol tool. That copitalist tmperialiJ:m accumullltes now by 
dispossession(princip.JlyinthcThirdWorld)doesnotgainuytlut."But 
p.baliz:ttion would be wmething in 110mc way uJ<:ful-somnimt:S uJ<:ful 
inanoppt'CSftYcway-foranyrontcmponrysocialot<kr.hjustgoeswith 
.....d.m.iry.lnatocialdcmocnticoriOci..Jistwo•ldordcritoouldboeusc
ful m atcnding cm:rncip3tion. Whot rhe vast mau of the popul3tion do 
D<Kn«droh:tv.:isn'"<t'libttala.pitoliJtglob:dizanonorcvencorponteor 
monopolyc:o.pi~:~hsr globo.liJ..:nton. We would have, 10 rtpc:ot, globalitoation 
m.,.... form in :rnycontcmponry indumializedsociety ('pon-indwttt.l' 
ooc;nyifyouwili).Bur irpc,.hapsnttd nor~:~kethcpemiciousformit 
doo::snowarwith:ttirwl«ditwouldh:t.-erocakt,tosomcd..grcc,in.Jipos
sibltcapitaliJ:torders.Buthererhingscouldboemorcorleubad.Aftorall, 
NotwayiJnotMuico.Butcvenifa.pi~:~liJminK>""'formU!Orouh..rc 

tOitay,ifitisinevitable.orify,..,mu~tpaytoohighapri""toboeridofit, 

we 11ill n«d not luvc th.o: $CVCrdy pemiciOU$ globaliuuon we have now. 
But empirically (historically) inevit~bk or not, it will be. unku things arc 
r.dlcallych.o.ngcd,thcglobaliutionofaglob.alcopitoiUm. Mo~,wh..re 
wc IW>d, the !i~ that various pcopl( know around the world, unl~ th~ 
a .. YetyOOLucd,Ulif(withimpcri;I[Um.ltUoomcrhingthata?lott•in 
.vying dcgr= the ptopla of the world and. a few c:tpi~:~lin rlites and .!Qntc 
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of oheir hogh.-levd f:~eilitato" apart, it opprwcs; oft~n. particularly in th<
Third World, it okq>ly and "'"28"1y oppR:SSd' them. lmpc:rialo~m controls 
maues of pc:ople who in ouch a world muso live such~ life. 

l'ropk :m aploita;l in mmy """Y' and ~n on a <kmocratie K>CW
ismth~rccouldbtwmtciploiuuion."Bmthcaploicuionandopp~ion 

in an impcri>List world is, 10 put it minin<ally. fu &='""dun n n=l bt. 
I! goes fu beyond wlut ..WJ bt an unavoidable ncassiry. This is an okl 
SIO'Y many rima told by ,...., l.di., and l"rrras and Vdtmqc:r tell n very 
wdl, particululy concerning Unin Amcric:a. The business of oh<, Unnal 
SGI!oisbusina.sand,inanev.:r!igh.tcrandmolt'comprd•~nsivefuhion, 

rhcUSimpc:rialinstatc,..ervingsJobala.pir.tlism,i.ccttcndingil$a>nuol 
owr the world. h bullies those, in one w:1y or anoth.,., who dare 10 oppose 
rn;. order. And •"'- whom it can no< bully into submission it dmroys or 
ao lean mcs m. M in 1hc btc runctecmh a.mury when Brir:Un 'ruled the 
wavcs,'nowthcUnita!Statarulo,functioninguaconduitforasJobal 
and p.bah>ingapnal11m: an An<cric:ln capiGIIi•m that incmuingly pocke1s 
thcworld,though.somctimcs:uinlraqatapriccfor!hcimpc:rialill~ 
;...,If. 

Somc~imcs there :m Jevt:r.~L iml"'ria!Uo sta!CI compcring,.ith each 
mhcrand oomnimcs even going 10 war with each m her. We s;ow this in the 
Firu and ~nd World Wars. Bur that is no! our siruaoion now. lnd=l, 
given wlut w;trf= h:u 1><-comc, we are mcmuingly unhkdy to get ouch • 
thong. The Unned Sares, however. i.c ,h., ook impcrial11t SUf"'rpo•••n and 
;, isincrc:uinglyconuollingthcglobc.. With <he Soviet Union gone. it 
h:u no prcoctr rompctili<m. Pcrlupo ~here down ohc li..., ohc EU in 
p>nncrship wnh Ru~ia or China or bmh wtll bc.:omc a competing global 
IX"""r,bu<nowthatifalongw;tyoii:Andsuchpowc:rsundcrcontcrnp<lrary 
condirionsarcnool ikdyrogotowarwioh cachmher.Warbcrwttn-h 
~lw boxo""' toot:bng~mul. 

1\Jh..,.bttn frcqucmlyorgued, ohc"'""' now<hrttm~jororading 
blocks; ( L) Europe and Africa with Gcrnuny as ,h., prin,ip>J 'pan...,.'; (2) 
Nonh and South Am~ria. with rhc Unired States as <he principal ·~r·: 
and(J)thcMianringwithJapan:urhcpw.cipal'panncr.'Bm<hi>$irua· 
tion i1 Auid. China, for cram plc, could "'Pl~ Jap.uo or come to work (in 
opitcofoldanunostt1C$)inpan...,rshipwirhJal>an.Whdcthcrc!l, .. rl 
now, no uni!lal :>nd intcgratrd api...!iu world order~noapi...!ist ccnu::ol 

' 1 S...RobtnJ_V.,.d<rv...._·c.r.SocuWmbo~p&o;,.,M!"andl't.;ll,p<Vonl'uijo, 
"E:op&o;"tio<l>ndrh<I~Clu~Jonsr."inMoJn.o-n-....<{F~<d.And.... 

~(~S.~J'J87)lli-J7andll0--ll0~· ... ,. 



Gwo...uz..rooNASATOOLI'DalweoaJAJJ.,.. • 193 

cornmince--wc=incre;uinglygoonginthatdi..-c:tion. T htUnatdSt:ores. 
intMn:untofit.~busoncNdit"JandofolocbuJinessdito:$(incr=inglyon 

a worklwi<k tcdc) aligned with them, is i~>ereasingly controlling things 
«<nQmic,poli!ic:alandeo.Tnculrural.Butglol»li>..><ionn«dnotb<:aglo· 
bah>..>•ion facili•ating 1h~• ordcrorev~:n a01por.>liJm. lt ne-W not t:~kcan 
imperial facilu-:uingand 11111:1ining form. Thctc ct~~ld'bc. acapil<tlism of the 
blocs competing with tOOth O<hcr with no one ruling the <1)0Jt. But that i1 
no<OW"pnxnrcondition.And.,..,nwith•uchcompning!"""".-...-.given 
the inc~ n1kofworld w:ur-thcrtcould be a 'bc.ttt<Ktnmo than the 
copitali« impcri;tlin one. Bm olut aside. wha1 mrut dttply thrc:ucns world 
wdl-bdng_,isirnptti;>liJma.insu.ntiardbythcUni•tdSut"l. Wcrould 
IN~IINrcil'n<"'J/4nuJhaveaglob:l.hurionwithahumanF,o,andJI'"IMJH 

even a Cipiulism wi1h a KJm<'Wha• human f..cc (:u in Swo:dcn). W'hao mou 
~ntrally we have 10 mist is impcriali<m. GloNli>..>tion, unckr d.iiTctcnt 
tirculn$l:;I11CU,COuidhc.hdpfulora<leu<b<:nogn.n..m.could"""nbo.an 
:uui-apitahst glol»>iution from bdow. Bur, ro rqoca<, olut is nor thc,..,rld 
we live in now. The world w.: live in now i1 one of incrca5ing US-and 

withirglol»lcapit:llist-domin~rion. 
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